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 NEWSLETTER FOR SEPTEMBER 2011
FOR PARENTS AND FRIENDS

OF LOVINGTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
6 September 2011

Dear Parents, Carers and Friends,

Welcome back to our new school year. I hope you all had a super summer holiday!  It is great to see the children return to school so happily and looking so well rested. We extend an extra warm welcome to all of our new families who have joined us this year:

· Morgan, Callie and Fifi all in Reception

· Harvey in Year 1

· Eloise in Year 2

· Charlotte and Emerson in Year 4

We hope that you and your children have a happy and successful time at our school. 

Some dates for your diary:

Friday 9 September:

Swimming at Wincanton starts for Year 3-6 children. 

Week beginning

Monday 12 September:

After school clubs begin this week.

Tuesday 13 September:

7.00pm PTA AGM in Class 2.

Wednesday 14 September:

6.30pm Full Governors Meeting.

Thursday 15 September:
10.45am Dance Performance at King Arthur’s School, Wincanton for Year 4 – 6 children.

Thursday 15 September:

Football Club with John Flatters starts for Year 2-6 children. 

Friday 16 September:

Guitar Lessons for Year 4 children begin.

Tuesday 20 September:
Open Day for prospective parents to visit the school and see us in action!


3.30pm Parents meeting for those children who are going on this year’s residential visit to Liddington PGL. This will take place in Class 2.
Thursday 22 September:
Ansford Academy transition evening for parents and Year 6 children. 

Monday 26 September:
9.30am Harvest Festival Service at the church. We will walk down from school at 9.00am. Please walk with us if you would like to.


6.30pm PTA Harvest Supper and Auction

Friday 14 October:
2.30pm Celebration Assembly

Week beginning

Monday 17 October:
No after school clubs this week.

Class 2 (Year 3-6 children) on Residential Visit to Liddington PGL.

Friday 21 October:


Children break up for the half-term holiday.
Monday 31 October: 
INSET Day

Tuesday 1 November:
School opens to children after the half term holiday.

Thursday 3 November:

‘Inspire Morning’ for Parents

Friday 18 November:
Children In Need

Tuesday 22 November:

Parent Consultation Meetings

Thursday 24 November:

Parent Consultation Meetings

Monday 28 November:

Dance Workshop for Year 4 – 6 children

Week beginning

Monday 5 December:
Christmas performances this week.

Thursday 15 December:

9.30am Carol Service at the church

Friday 16 December:


Christmas Parties

Break up for the Christmas holidays

Communication

We have an open door policy that means we are freely available for a chat most of the time. We as a staff feel that this enables us to discuss any problems or concerns that you may have before they become huge and seemingly insurmountable. However, I would ask that you be sensitive to the needs and requirements of the staff and other children and choose your time if you are able. The end of the day is a much better time to chat than the beginning, when we are settling children and starting the day off quietly and calmly. Obviously there will be exceptions to this and in the event of an emergency please feel free to come in at any time.  You will find me on the playground (or maybe the football pitch) at the end of most days so do come and chat if you would like to.  

We have a school mobile phone, which is currently being set up to send texts to groups of parents and to 

record voice messages. It will also be used by staff when they take children off-site. Please, do only use 
this number in an emergency, when you are unable to get through on the school main line number or if 
you are trying to make contact out of school hours. The number is: 07510544454

Curriculum Information

Your child should have brought home a ‘Curriculum Overview’ pamphlet, which contains a list of the topics they will be working on this term, a copy of their timetable and information about homework.  Each child will also be set Literacy and Maths targets for the term. Their targets will be stuck into their Reading Record Book or Homework Folder by the end of next week.

Curriculum Visions Resources

A reminder that the school has paid for a subscription to an online publishing company. We can access all of their topic books online to use in the classroom. Our subscription also allows our children to access their publications online when they are at home. Book titles include: ‘The Coast Book’, ‘Vikings, Raiders and Settlers’, ‘The Romans in Britain’, ‘The Christian Church’, ‘Ourselves’ and ‘Health and Growth’. There are 15+ Geography books, 16+ History books, 29+ RE books and 40+ Science books. Please encourage your children to use this fantastic resource, which I hope will help with topic homework and enhance their learning across the curriculum. 
Website: www.curriulumvisions.com
Username: lovington.somerset  (Case sensitive) 

Password: BA77PX  (Case sensitive and no gaps)
PE Kit

Please ensure that your child has their kit in school every day, as this allows us to be flexible with the 
timetable, which we need to be with the current weather! The children do need to change their white 

school shirt for a white or blue PE shirt. Black tracksuit and jogging bottoms are optional for the winter. 
They also need their swimming kit for the next few weeks, as the swimming pool is currently still in use.

Breakfast Club

Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.05-8.40am. Children who wish to attend Breakfast Club must go straight to the hall, after putting their belongings in the cloakroom, where they will be supervised by Ms Newton. Cereal, toast, tea, milk and juice will be available. The charge for this Club remains at £1 a day. We really do need at least 10 children to be attending regularly to make this club sustainable.

Car Parking

The ‘drop-off’ continues to be working well.  However, to ensure we keep all children safe, it is really important that everyone observes the following guidance.  Please:

· Drive in and stop at about halfway down the car park, so that other cars can pull in behind you.  Be patient, and wait for the car in front of you to leave – do NOT try to go around them.

· Ask your child to get out of the car on the driver’s side, if at all possible, as this is safer for them and the people helping them.

· If you need to pop into school, park towards the far end of the car park in a car parking bay.
· Remain vigilant at all times!
The car park will not be supervised until 8.30am, so please be extra careful dropping your child off before that time.

End of School Day Arrangements

I would like to remind parents that school ends at 3.20pm and although we are happy for the children to play on the playground they need to do so safely, and must be supervised by you. The adventure play area and behind the sheds are out of bounds, and children are not allowed to skate or scooter up and down the ramps to the car park. 

It would be helpful if Class 1 parents would wait on the playground outside the gate into the Class 1 area, as this would relieve congestion in the cloakroom area and assist staff in ensuring that children are matched up to parents. Clearly, if it is raining, we are more than happy for parents to wait under the shelter. 

The gate to the car park will be supervised until 3.30pm, and any children who are still waiting for parents to arrive at that time will be escorted back into their classroom or to the school office. 

After School Clubs
These will start next week, the week beginning 13 September. Clubs will run from straight after school until 

4.30pm. I am extremely grateful to my staff, for giving up their time to provide these activities for your 
children. These clubs are restricted by numbers mainly so that we can provide an enriched experience 
for the children participating, but also, due to resources available and health and safety, so please return 
the attached reply slip promptly to the school office if your child wishes to participate.

Mon
Indoor Games Club
Y2 – 6 

Mrs Hale


(12 children)

Tues
Wheels Club

Y1 – 2

Mrs Tripp


(12 children)

Thurs
Netball Club

Y3 – 6 

Mrs Miss Leyman

(14 children)

Thurs
Gardening Club

Y1 – 6

Mrs Simmonds


(12 children)

Thurs
Cookery Club

Y3 – 6 

Mrs Johnston


(6 children)

There will possibly be a further sports club run by Mrs Marsland, which will be confirmed once we have 
received the inter-school sports fixtures for the year.
Hot Lunches

Can I remind existing and new parents that we have hot meal provision in school at present.  If you would 
like your child to benefit from it please see Mrs Thompson in the office and she will make sure you receive
a menu when they are issued.  The cost of the meals is £2.20 per day.

Lunchtime Supervisor Position

Sadly, Mrs Woodgate will be finishing at half term as Lunchtime Supervisor. I would like to thank her for her hard work over the last year. This means we have a permanent post as lunchtime supervisor, it involves; collecting hot lunches from Ansford at 12.00; setting up the hall by 12.30; supervising children until 1.00; clearing the tables and hovering and returning the dirty dishes to Ansford by 1.45. Please ask Mrs Thompson for more details. If we are unable to fill this position by half term, we will no longer be able to offer the option of hot lunches.

Volunteers

If you are interested in helping out in school, please let Mrs Thompson know. Volunteers need to have 
been CRB checked; if you do not have clearance please see Mrs Thompson for the relevant forms.
Please note that volunteers have to renew their CRB every two years.
Photographs

From time to time the photographers from the Western Gazette and other local papers visit the school to take photographs of various events involving the children.  Photographs are also taken by school staff and the pupils themselves for use in school displays, to send to the local paper etc. The photographs are used by Lovington Primary School for publicity material such as press releases, newsletters, the school prospectus and promotional displays. Photograph captions may involve the use of the children’s names.  Photographs excluding names may be used on the school website.  Please complete the attached consent form and return to the school office by Monday indicating whether or not you are happy for your child’s photograph and/or name to be used in such material.  Thank you.

Home School Agreement

As it is the start of the new school year, please can you read through the ‘Home School Agreement’ with your children and sign and return them accordingly.

Acceptable Use Policy

Please also find attached our ‘Acceptable Use Policy’ (using ICT safely). There are two forms that need signing and returning to school; one to be signed by you as parents; and the other to be signed by your child. This policy has been explained to the children in school, but it is important that you also go through it with your child at home. There are two copies of the sheets that need signing; one set are within the policy for you to keep for reference; and the second set to return to school. 

Off-Site Activities
Please can all families return a signed consent form for regular off-site activities eg walking to church.  This will mean that we are able to cut down on the amount of paperwork sent out, as for local trips in school time we will NOT be sending out a consent form.

Reminders ….
Liddington PGL Residential

Please can outstanding balances be paid by 20 September 2011.
Sponsored Swim

Please can any outstanding sponsor money be sent to the school office.

Well done to…

All of the children who entered the handwriting competition. The winners were as follows:

Age 5-7 Group

Age 8-10 Group



Age 11-14 Group
Bronwyn Hall (1st )
Phoebe Hall (1st)



Emily Young (1st)

Zalia Moore (2nd)
Jasmine Heard(Highly Commended)

Alice Stuckey (2nd)


Tilley Tubridy (3rd)






Jamie Heard (3rd)



Congratulations to Emily Young for winning the Handwriting Trophy for best overall entry.

Finally…

I do apologise for the number of extra bits of paper and forms with this newsletter, but unfortunately they all do need to go out at the beginning of the school year!

We have an exciting and busy term ahead of us, and I know that there are still some dates and events to be added! Life is never dull at Lovington and I am looking forward to working with you all again. I am certain it will be another fantastic year!  

Yours sincerely

Claire Marsland
LOVINGTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

OFF-SITE ACTIVITIES FOR THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2011/2012

As Parent/Guardian of ________________________________________________________ I agree to my child taking part in off-site activities during the school year 2011/2012

I know of no medical reason why he/she should not participate in routine off-site activities.  It is my responsibility to inform the school if my son/daughter is unable to participate in such activities.

I am aware that:-

(a) Except for visits abroad, insurance arrangements for off-site activities are the same as for on-site activities, ie that the Authority can only insure against the proven negligence by the Authority and/or its employees;

(b) I should consider making my own insurance arrangements for personal accident cover for my son/ daughter.

Signed: _________________________________  
Date: ________________________

Parent/Guardian

(-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

LOVINGTON CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL

PHOTOGRAPH CONSENT FORM 2011/2012

As Parent/Guardian of _________________________________________________________

1.  
May we use your child’s photograph in the school prospectus and other publications we produce for promotional purposes?  YES/NO*
2.
May we use your child’s image on our website?   YES/NO*
3.
May we record your child’s image on video or webcam?  YES/NO*
4.
(i) Are you happy for your child’s image to appear in the media?  YES/NO*


(ii) Are you happy for your child’s name to appear with the image?  YES/NO*

Signed: _________________________________  
Date: _________________________

Parent/Guardian

*Delete as appropriate
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